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大疫當前：訴諸儒家文明的倫理資源 

范瑞平 

 

摘要 

本文論證對於新冠狀病毒疫情只做政治學論證是不夠的，還需要倫理學

的反思，因為一個社會的倫理價值承諾才是對其現實政治的一種基礎性指導

而不是相反。中華傳統文化的倫理精神同現代西方文化的倫理精神大異其

趣。如果突出其不同特點的話，可以分別標識為儒家的天命美德倫理及其家

庭主義與和諧主義的特點，針對現代的世俗原則倫理及其原則主義與自由主

義的特點。東亞國家對於這次疫情的應對，至少在疫情明顯出現之後，總體

上處理得較之西方國家更好，背後實有不同的倫理精神的反應和支撐。本文

訴諸儒家美德倫理學的資源，宣導人類進行倫理學的範式轉向：我們需要和

諧主義（而不是科學主義）的發展觀、美德主義(而不是原則主義)的決策

觀、家庭主義（而不是契約主義）的天下觀。的確，不少人憂慮，這次疫情

將會扭轉近些年的全球化發展趨勢，使國際社會進入互相敵對的、封閉的惡

性競爭時代。儒家美德倫理學所攜帶的美德、和諧和和平的資訊，應該給予

我們深遠的啟示。 
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The Coronavirus also Attacks Political and Corporate Bodies 

Hans-Martin Sass 
 

Abstract 

La Peste (1947) by Albert Camus relates the story of a cholera plague that not 
only killed people in a town but also devastated the town’s political and business 
bodies. How is the COVID-19 pandemic harming not only us, our friends, and our 
families, but also the integrated interactions of our bodies with technologies, 
corporations, cultures, and politics? How will we get water, food, and information if 
we have no electricity, due to either the COVID-19 disaster or immoral people? 
How will we find new solid forms of living together in health, peace, and liberty? I 
pose the following five questions. 

(1) Will better “domestic circulation” and “gross happiness products” offer 
new opportunities for stable and healthy political bodies? (2) Will the Belt-and-
Road Initiative have healthy solutions for all bodies involved? (3) Will smaller 
political and corporate bodies be more robust and healthier, and how can we grow 
them? (4) Will artificial intelligence build strong organs in future political bodies, or 
will they disintegrate and destroy them? (5) Will integrated bioethics and 
biopolitics find other solutions? 
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Reading Sass: Outlook of the Post-Pandemic Human Society and Its Re-Making 

Au Kit-sing Derrick 

 

Abstract 

The COVID-19 pandemic has taken a heavy toll on human life and thrown 
societies across the world into disarray. This article provides a brief reading of and 
commentary on the article “The coronavirus also attacks political and corporate 
bodies” by Prof. Hans-Martin Sass. Sass, with his deep concern about the future of 
human society, assumes a higher vantage point than particular sociopolitical issues 
to discuss the more fundamental question of interconnectedness in human 
societies. The pandemic is only one of many potential serious threats to social and 
political institutions. COVID-19 has hit the world at a time of fragmentation, 
localism, and disarray. Sass raises substantial questions about what the world in 
general, and China in particular, may need to consider to ensure the success of 
rebuilding. Paradoxically, some authors suggest that the pandemic may be an 
opportunity for sociopolitical reconciliation and sustainable human development in 
the post-pandemic era.   
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Reflection on the Fragility of Modern Civilization: A Response to Professor Sass 

Kwan Kai Man 
 

Abstract 

In my response to Prof. Sass, I first elaborate some points on which we agree. 
For example, I find the five crises of modern civilization discussed by Prof. Sass to 
be quite real, and I believe that this points to the fragility of modern civilization. I 
then critique the Enlightenment ideology of progress and argue that we need to 
prepare for the possibility of a cultural decline. I also agree with Prof. Sass’s 
emphasis on both the human potential for creativity and the human capacity for 
self-destruction. This contradicts liberal optimism about human nature and raises 
questions about our internal and spiritual resources. I support Prof. Sass’s critique 
of modern society’s obsession with GNP (Gross National Product) and agree that 
the concept of a GHP (Goss Happiness Product) is a better criterion for a good 
society. However, I believe that we must overcome even the vestiges of hedonism 
by affirming the intrinsic value of an objective moral order that transcends human 
happiness. In the end, in the face of the possibilities of disasters and the collapse of 
modern civilization, we need to return to our basic communities, such as family, 
and emphasize the cultivation of virtue. 
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An Analysis of the Human Community with a Shared Future in the Context of 
COVID-19 

Liu Junxiang, Yue Qiang and Ma Xiaomu 
 

Abstract 
The COVID-19 pandemic requires people and political bodies to reflect on the 

abundant and complicated relationships between human beings, governments, and 
organizations. We hold that Prof. Sass emphasizes the urgency and necessity of the 
view that “life is interconnected.” With the continuous progress of globalization, 
mankind has become an interdependent community with a shared future. 
However, global cooperation and communication face numerous challenges due to 
the diversity of cultures, national conditions, and competing interests. The COVID-
19 pandemic has driven individuals and political bodies to discuss effective 
measures and control the disaster together, which demands that a basic consensus 
be reached on how to manage the tension between individual freedom and 
interests and public health and well-being. Even more importantly, the pursuit of 
happiness is the common goal of mankind. Solidarity and mutual aid are required 
to create a stable, harmonious, healthy, and orderly community. Chinese traditional 
philosophy can contribute some wisdom and strategies to build similar but not 
identical bodies and societies. 
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A Human Community of Shared Future: A Response to Professor Sass 

Wang Yu and Yin Mei 
 

Abstract 
The COVID-19 pandemic has changed every single person and every political 

and corporate body. Even now, the pandemic remains severe in many countries. 
Every day, more lives are lost to the disease, which has destroyed countless 
families. Every member of the human family, every being in this world, is a tree on 
the same mountain and a wave on the same sea. Any political body, regardless of 
its form and size, has the same individual biological attributes as the people it 
comprises. It seeks to preserve its life, further its interests, and avoid harm, 
fighting, and even war. The activities of a state or social group, like those of an 
individual, are ultimately directed toward survival. However, achieving this purpose 
requires greater cooperation for a group and state than for an individual. Thus, 
various crises may be resolved by breaking down the barriers of “meritocracy”; 
rejecting any form of narrow localism, even a kind of dogmatic geographic 
patriotism; discarding groundless accusations and suspicion; and allowing all of 
mankind to breathe the same air and share the same fate. 
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The Happiness of Collective Bodies and Individual Bodies in Modern Times 

Tao Tao 
 

Abstract 
Based on analogical argument, Professor Hans-Martin Sass argues that 

collective and individual bodies are not independent but interconnected as natural 
bodies. He worries about modern scientific technologies that aggravate the 
diseases of the body. I agree with Prof. Sass in many respects but emphasize that 
modern technology is not the key to the problem. Whether in ancient times or 
modern times, we have to restate that the ultimate end of life is happiness rather 
than benefit and that the instrument to pursue happiness is virtue rather than any 
kind of technology. 
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Potential and Actual Changes of Social Activity and of the Concept of Embodiment 
in the Age of Digitalization 

Wu Xiaoxi 
 

Abstract 
Professor Hans-Martin Sass highlights an important aspect of the COVID-19 

situation: the virus not only hurts people, but also attacks political and corporate 
bodies. He argues primarily on the level of basic ontology, revolving around two 
claims: first, that life is interconnected, and second, that long-lasting political and 
corporate bodies, despite their similarities to natural organisms, are more receptive 
to transformation and modification. In my comments, I further explore the 
implications of the second claim against the background of COVID-19. I focus on the 



 

concept of embodiment and show that the way embodiment figures in our 
interactions with others and in our experience of the world changes as more and 
more online social activities are organized. Most importantly, I reflect on the very 
meaning of embodiment in the age of high biotechnology and artificial intelligence, 
namely how the concept might be enlarged and/or transformed. 
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Confucian Ethical Reflections on the Nation’s Fight against COVID-19 in Mainland 

China: A Tentative Response to Prof. Hans-Martin Sass’s Article 

Wu Jingxian 
 

Abstract 
As a tentative reply to Prof. Hans-Martin Sass’s article entitled “The 

Coronavirus also Attacks Political and Corporate Bodies,” this article elaborates on 
mainland China’s national collective fight against COVID-19 with respect to 
Confucian familism. I apply the ethical principles of Confucian familism at the 
family, country, and international levels to morally evaluate the whole nation’s fight 
against the pandemic. My discussion supports Prof. Sass’s arguments that “life is 
interconnected” and that “modern societies are symbiotic, complex, and adoptable 
living beings of natural persons.” 
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Combating the Coronavirus Pandemic: An Appeal to Confucian Ethical Resources 

Ruiping Fan 
 

Abstract 

Why have some countries done better than others in dealing with the 
coronavirus crisis so far? One popular answer is in terms of politics: everything 
depends on state capacity, the level of political trust in society, and the quality of 
leadership. This paper suggests the need to go beyond politics and turn to ethics. If 
one does not delve into the ethical spirit and substance that underlie tangible 
political decisions and activities to combat the coronavirus pandemic in a state, one 
will fail to see the cultural momentum of the people’s responses in that state and 
miss the moral foundation of the social practices embedded within that state’s 
civilization in comparison with other civilizations. In particular, this paper argues 
that the spirit and substance of Chinese ethics differ from those of the 
contemporary mainstream Western ethics characteristic of secular principlism, 
which, although they possess important advantages and merits, suffer from a series 
of defects and failures, including untenable reductionism, a type of dogmatism, and 
even radicalism. In contrast, Confucian civilization provides the Chinese with a 
virtue ethics that is not principlism. It is rather an exposition of Confucian virtue 
(de), as a powerful but peaceful moral force, that is entrenched within the 
fundamental structures of the universe (as portrayed in the images of yin-yang, the 
eight trigrams, and the 64 hexagrams in the Classic of Change) and within the ritual 
activities of human beings (as described in the ceremonial and minute rituals in the 
three Confucian ritual classics) to shape the Confucian moral character. Confucian 
virtue principles and rules are implicit in such structures and the rituals to be 
formulated in connection with them, but they cannot be created through pure 
reason. They play their roles in human practices along with structures and rituals 
but can never exhaust their richness and profundity. The paper indicates that this 
virtue ethics contains a Confucian notion of harmonious freedom (that can counter 
scientific determinism) and a familist ethic (that can be adopted to check and 
balance runaway contractualism), which can be fruitfully used to direct political 
decisions and activities to combat the coronavirus pandemic and to accomplish 
peaceful and fruitful outcomes in society.   
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The Role of Ethical Values in Fighting the COVID: A Reply to Ruiping Fan 

Li Chenyang 
 

Abstract 
While largely agreeing with Ruiping Fan, Chenyang Li makes three points 

regarding the handling of COVID-19. First, in addition to state capacity, social trust, 
and leadership, as identified by Francis Fukuyama, factors responsible for successful 
pandemic responses include the value of individual freedom upheld by citizens. A 
high level of individual freedom can make it difficult to implement strict measures 
even when they are objectively necessary. Second, a strong state can be effective in 
handling a pandemic, but without checks and balances it also runs the risk of 
leading a country into a major catastrophe. Third, Confucian ethics and other ethics 
can aid in coping with the pandemic. However, their efficacy is not unlimited, and 
ultimately, human survival overrides other concerns. 
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Descriptive or Normative, Political or Ethical? —— Some Reflections on the 
Challenges of the Pandemic 

Bai Tongdong 
 

Abstract 
In response to Ruiping Fan’s paper, I argue that his attribution of the relative 

success of East Asian states in dealing with the COVID-19 pandemic to Confucian 
culture is problematic in many respects. Some of his normative discussions based 
on Confucianism are too “thick” to be universal. His defense of the significance of 
ethics in the age of science, especially the appeal to the concept of synchronicity, 
and the use of filial piety to reject herd immunity are questionable. I argue that a 
Confucian hybrid regime that embraces liberalism and combines democratic 
elements with meritocratic elements may lead to better decision-making and that 
the Confucian’s  New World System is a better alternative to globalization led by 
nation-states. 
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Five Relationships and Contract 

Fang Xudong 
 

Abstract 
Professor Fan Ruiping proposed that in the Confucian view, the basis of the 

family relationship is family affection rather than a contract. This judgment of the 
Confucian family view is based on a comparative perspective on civilization. 
However, not only husband and wife, but also monarch and minister, were 
established on the basis of the contract. Although Confucianism lacks the strong 
utilitarian intention of Western utilitarians, it is not without the contractual 
consciousness of equality and mutual benefit. 
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The Differences and Similarities between Confucian Ethics and Modern Western 
Ethics: A Response to Professor Ruiping Fan 

Wang Qingxin 
 

Abstract 
This short essay takes up Professor Fan Ruiping’s paper on the comparison 

between Confucian ethics and modern Western ethics in light of the 2020 
pandemic. Professor Fan argues that the reason China has been more successful in 
dealing with the pandemic is because Confucian ethics are better suited to a 
response to the pandemic than Western ethics are. As he suggests, Confucian 
family-centered ethics stress the importance of social obligations, making it easier 
for the government to impose stringent lockdown measures to fight the spread of 
coronavirus. This essay agrees by and large with Professor Fan’s overall thesis, but it 
cautions against over-exaggeration of the differences between Confucian ethics and 
Western ethics. 
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Stressing the Moral Value of Confucian Ethical Wisdom in the Global Fight against 

the Pandemic: A Review of Ruiping Fan’s Article 

Bian Lin 
 

Abstract 
In the global fight against the pandemic, in addition to the roles played by 

politics, economy, science, and other fields, ethical considerations cannot be 
ignored. Ruiping Fan’s article explains in depth how to incorporate the ethical 
resources of Confucian civilization into the global anti-epidemic process. It 
recommends that attention be paid to the natural integration of the Chinese 
traditional ethical spirit as a cultural phenomenon with the Chinese political system 
in the fight against the pandemic and to its effectiveness as shown by anti-epidemic 
practices. With its unique illustration of “essence-energy resonance” to 
demonstrate the “synchronicity law,” the article is well worth further discussion. 
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The World Prospect of Confucian Ethics: Fukuyama’s Views of Confucianism 

Wang Zhanyu and Liang Fei 
 

Abstract 
Countries and ethnic groups with a Confucian cultural background have 

performed well during the pandemic. This comparative advantage will inspire 
efforts to Confucianize ethics. Fukuyama believes that Confucianism as a whole is a 
defense of authoritarianism but does not pose a major obstacle to liberal 
democracy, with which it is even compatible in some respects. However, Fukuyama 
believes that countries led by Confucianism may suffer from disadvantages such as 
low social capital. Through Fukuyama, the Western opinion leader, we can see the 
status of Confucian ethics in the spectrum of Western ethics, but there is still a long 
way to go for Confucian ethics to gain greater recognition worldwide. 
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Can the Ethical Resources of Confucian Civilization Better Solve the Current 

Epidemic? —— Reading Professor Ruiping Fan’s Article 

Zhang Yanliang 
 

Abstract 
This paper summarizes the main ideas and viewpoints of Professor Fan 

Ruiping’s essay “The Current Epidemic: Appealing to the Ethical Resources of 
Confucian Civilization” and advances three opinions for discussion. On the one 
hand, it affirms Professor Fan Ruiping’s contribution in resorting to the ethical 
resources of Confucian civilization to solve the various dilemmas brought about by 
the pandemic. On the other hand, it points out that the ethical resources of 
Confucian civilization are limited in their capacity to solve these dilemmas. 
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Confucian Culture of Harmony and Its Role in Combating the Coronavirus 
Pandemic 

Wang Jue 
 

Abstract 
This paper addresses the relationship between politics and ethics from the 

perspective of the Confucian culture of harmony and argues that it is untenable to 
ignore the supporting role of Chinese ethical values by attributing China’s 
achievements in fighting the epidemic to merely the capacities of governance. 
What the world might learn from China in combating COVID-19 is not only the so-
called “national capacity,” nor the theme of trust, but also some deeper moral 
insights, such as how to cultivate a sense of mutual responsibility in people and 
regions around the world. These insights have proven to be important ethical 
resources that human society urgently needs in the post-epidemic era. 

 
Table of Contents 

 



 

 

A Critique on Professor Ruiping Fan’s Article and a Moral Analysis of COVID-19 and 

Exposition of Confucianism 

Lee Shui Chuen 
 

Abstract 
My response to Professor Fan’s essay mainly deals with two issues. Firstly, 

through a simplified analysis of the history and basic ideas of Confucianism, Fan’s 
paper did not grasp the basic idea of “Ren” and “empathy of the Heart/mind of ren 
“as well as the theoretical structure of “ren-li-de” in Confucianism. Hence, his thesis 
on Familism and Confucian Virtue Ethics was not based on solid Confucian texts 
and arguments. Secondly, Principlism is nothing as extreme as Fan described and 
his analysis on the Covid-19 pandemic are fairly rational and reasonable. The 
management of the pandemic in the West does have serious defects, but it has 
nothing to do with Principlism and liberalism. It is mainly due to the 
misunderstanding and misjudgment of the nature of this new pandemic by 
specialists and common folks. Lastly, I present a brief outline on how Confucianism 
could join with democracy and liberty in fighting against Covid-19 effectively 
performed by Taiwan people. 
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