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and sculpture depicts its thousands of years of history and
religious significance. The church is not simply a tourist attraction.
Today, many believers around the world visit the cathedral to
appreciate its spiritual discipline. After studying Religious Studies
at Hong Kong Baptist University, | have started to gain a deeper
understanding of this religious pursuit.

In May 2014, | joined 39 students from the Faculty of Arts to
embark on a nine-day European Religious and Cultural Study
Tour. The event was organized by the Department of Religion and
Philosophy and led by Prof. Lo Ping Cheung and Dr. Richard Lee.
Despite the hectic schedule, we managed to visit many cities of
great historical and artistic value such as Rome, Florence, Pisa,
Genova, Geneva, Milan, St. Gallen and Zurich.

The first two days of the study tour were spent in Rome, which
is known as "The Eternal City”. During our exploration of many
churches, museums and a catacomb, most of us were fascinated
by the artworks and architectures surrounding these places such
as the supernatural workmanship of the Pieta (Michelangelo).
The Roman Colosseum, which can accommodate 50,000 people,
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is a huge wonder. Its massive size is almost

comparable to that of the Great Wall of China.

Another unforgettable highlight of the tour

was our visit to the Catacombs of Priscilla,

where we had a chance to experience the
unguestionable holiness of God through
appreciating a number of wall paintings of
Christian symbols like the Good Shepherd
and the Five Loaves and Two Fish.

After leaving Rome, we headed to Florence.
The first stop, of course, was the famous
Piazzale Michelangelo, a place where you
can embrace the panoramic view of the city.
We then visited one of the most historic and
world-renowned art museums, Uffizi Gallery.
The beauty of Venus (The Birth of Venus) is
truly breathtaking.

Before continuing our tour in Genova on the
following day, we had a short visit to the
/ Leaning Tower of Pisa, which was a charm to
! see. Upon arriving in Genova, we visited the
Monumental Cemetery of Staglieno, which is
famous for its impressive monumental sculptures,
though it is not an attraction to many ordinary
travelers. The Cemetery is believed to be the largest
monumental cemetery in Europe, or perhaps even in
~the World. Through the statues, you can see the
living memory of the deceased, as well as feel the
idea of hope after life. | was particularly
shocked to find that the Cemetery, being
entirely different from the traditional
Chinese grave, has placed great focus
on the ultimate issue of life and death. When
compared to seeing churches and museums,
visiting the Cemetery has given me a uniquely
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Palatine Gallery, inside Pitti Palace, Florence, Italy

different traveling experience. If you think crazy shopping is
the main and important activity to be done in Milan, then you
are mistaken. Your trip is nothing without visiting the Duomo
(Milan Cathedral), one of the best examples of Gothic
architecture in the world and the largest marble building in
Europe. Unlike the dome of many churches in Rome, Duomo’s
pointed arches, flying buttresses, as well as large stained
glass windows manifest the special features of unique Gothic
church buildings. Thousands of rooftop marble statues in the
Cathedral also create a great sense of solemnity. After saying
“Goodbye” to Italy, we arrived in Switzerland after a five-hour
scenic ride through the Alps. The places we visited included
Geneva, St. Gallen and Zurich. Amongst them, | appreciated
the Abbey of St. Gall in St. Gallen the most! It is a UNESCO
World Heritage Site. In its renowned library, we can find books
and manuscripts which can be dated back to the 9" century.
The scrolls collected there, which were mostly handwritten, are
still very well-kept to this day.

The 2014 Euro Study Tour aims to enable students to gain a
deeper understanding of the local culture and religious history
of Europe. In addition to having the precious opportunity
to appreciate the architecture and divine beauty of many
historic buildings and churches in Italy and Switzerland, we
were fortunate enough to learn more about the masterpieces
produced by renowned artistic masters like Leonardo da Vinci
and Michelangelo.

“| don’t want to leave Europe”, was the sentiment expressed
by most participants, including myself. | believe that the study
tour has not only given us a valuable learning opportunity
which cannot be replaced by traditional classroom teaching,
but it has also motivated us to explore the outside world and to
broaden our horizons.

Looking back, | still cannot forget that we all had to wake up
early in the morning in order to admire the splendour of the
churches before sunrise. | can also never forget how much
| was touched by the artworks through which many religious
leaders tried to deliver the divine messages that they had
received. Without a doubt, the cultural heritage that has
been passed down by our ancestors has given us hope and
inspiration for a better future.

My dear fellow classmates: To have no regrets in your life,
make sure you don’t miss out the next biennial Euro Study
Tour!
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