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The Department of Religion and Philosophy at Hong Kong
Baptist University held its second Month of Religion and
Philosophy lecture series from September to November 2013,
inviting guests to share their unique philosophical thinking
and religious knowledge. Guests included Legislative Council
Member Hon. James To, Rev. Anthony Chang, President of
Messengers of Green Consciousness and the Hong Kong
Chinese Theology Association, the famous Hong Kong
television actress Sheren Tang, and Prof. Benny Tai, Associate
Professor of the Department of Law at the University of Hong
Kong. Despite the differences in occupation and experience
of the four speakers, their lectures all linked Individuals with
Society, presenting their philosophical thinking and religious
beliefs, as well as showing how these assist them in carrying
out social responsibilities and even leading social reform.

Religion in Environmental preservation

Rev. Anthony Chang was in the preservation business as early
as 1972. He started with recycling unwanted things; however,
he felt he still had not addressed the more fundamental
questions behind our environmental problems. Therefore,
in 1989, Rev. Chang set up a charity, Messengers of Green
Consciousness, with friends who shared the same idea,
drawing on and expanding the traditional Christian instruction
to “Love God, love your neighbor” to include a third element,
“love the environment”, so developing a new approach to
environmental preservation work.

In his speech, he mentioned that we are wrong when we look
for technology to solve ecological crises, and argued that the
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The popular Hong Kong actress Sheren Tang shared her faith and acting life in the lecture.
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fundamental solution is to change our present lifestyle. That
is why, in the past few years, he has devoted his efforts to
the realization of “concrete” ideas and to changing habits by
establishing the Hong Kong Catholic Vegetarian Association,
Hong Kong Catholic Breastfeeding Association, and Catholic
Sustainable Garden of Joy.

For Rev. Chang, changing people’s lifestyles is just the first
step in solving environmental problems; the core of the solution
is to change deeply-rooted social values. Religious practice
comprises a number of levels, from the individual through
to interpersonal relationships and the whole social system;
however, the ecological issue is beyond those traditional
perspectives, and even transcends human history. Rev.
Chang pointed out that we must abandon the human-centred
mindset; instead, we should comprehend the root and nature
of the world in terms of a new cosmology and environmental
view, which is also the true concern of religion.

Religion as the Supporting role

In spite of the difference in background between Hon. James
To and actress Sheren Tang, both speakers mentioned the
importance of religion — a silver lining when they hit lows or
crises — in their careers.

Hon. James To told us about his ambition to change the system
when he applied for law school, as well as the impact of his
father. Recalling the time in 2004 when he was accused in a
scandal over a property rental, he thanked the selflessness
and the help of his family, friends and church members, which
helped him to pass those dark days and strengthened his
belief. He also said that the experience made him put more
humanity in his daily life and work, because he understands
how people feel when they are desperate for help.

Miss Sheren Tang told us the dark side of her glamorous
acting life. Like Hon. James To, Miss Tang finds that her belief
helps her to cope with the ups and downs in her life and
work, and that religion leads her to a better understanding of

Guests of the Opening Ceremony of the Month of Religion and Philosophy lecture series (from the left): Prof. Douglas Robinson - Dean of Faculty of Arts,
Prof. Rick Wong - Vice-President (Research & Development), Mr. James To - Legislative Council Member and Prof. Kwan Kai Man - Head of Department
of Religion and Philosophy.








